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(https://i2.wp.com/tvtonight.com.au/wp-content/uploads/gill.jpg)Terry Gill and wife Carole-Anne are more than just
showbiz veterans, they are the owl and the pussycat (not necessarily in that order).

For decades the Brit-born couple, now both in their 70s, have been treading the boards in Melbourne’s theatre
restaurant circuit, including at their own venues the Naughty Nineties (formerly in Hawthorn) and the Tivoli in
Malvern.

The Tivoli enjoyed a long run as a ’50s rock and roll nighttime venue and during school holidays it built up a loyal
following for its children’s theatre.

But in 2011 the venue was threatened with closure when the landlord earmarked the site for less salubrious
development. Young directors Justin Olstein and (Eleanor Sharpe) have captured the end of this era in a narrative
documentary, Curtain Call.
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Most viewers will recognise Terry Gill from his many television roles, especially in Crawford and Grundy Productions,
including The Flying Doctors, Prisoner, Homicide and Bluey. Gill has also played Santa at Carols by Candlelight

for years (he was sorely missed last year due to illness).

Together with wife Carole-Anne they have decades of performing in Melbourne, from shopping centres to cabaret.
Known for running everything from the scripting to sets, directing and marketing, the pair have also fostered
innumerable talent of all ages. Some of the names to have appeared in their productions include Shane Bourne,
Daryl Somers, Patti Newton, Rosie Sturgess, Ken James, Frankie J. Holden and Collette Mann -but it is the younger
performers who have been given opportunity, that owe much to the Gills.

In Curtain Call we see the end of an era, as the magic of theatre is gutted for commercial prospects. Archival
footage details how the pair met in London, emigrated to Australia, raised a family and devoted their lives to the
theatre. There are some fabulous glimpses of Melbourne’s rich theatre history.

More than 250 children’s productions have been staged at the Tivoli, most of them with the affable Terry Gill and the
defiant Carole-Anne at their centre. Classic Grimms Brothers fairytales with singalong Disney songs and
complimentary fairy bread and lemonade are all part of the smell of the greasepaint. But campaigns to “Save the
Tivoli” were ringing hollow…

Carole-Anne, who was still playing Snow White (or was that Cinderella?) into her 60s, is larger than life in this
documentary. Never shy of an opinion or her physical attributes, she likens the crushing of the Tivoli to the evil of
Hitler without batting an eyelid. Husband Terry Gill is far more humble, letting the performance and work speak for
itself. It is hard not to see the pair clinging to a lifestyle that has become their purpose, but one that has undoubtedly
introduced so many children to a first-time experience at the footlights.

As a feature documentary Curtain Call veers between the bizarre and the gloomy, contrasted by a world of fairies
and nursery rhymes. Significantly, there is no scene in which the final verdict is delivered: that they have been evicted
and the curtain must fall.

This aside, the film will serve as a time capsule to a colourful couple who remain true to the mantra that the show
must go on.

Curtain Call airs 7pm Monday August 18th on STUDIO.
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Subversion13  August 11, 2014 10:25 pm (https://tvtonight.com.au/2014/08/curtain-call.html#comment-424351)

Detective Inspector Grace – he managed to appear in all eight seasons of Prisoner I think. At the very least he
appeared as early as 1979 and as late as 85.
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I know there are a lot of movies that screen at the Melbourne Film Festival and then get a commercial release a few
days or weeks later, but Curtain Call has already screened last week and will screen again tomorrow night.

If I just shelled out $19 to see a film that will be on television 6 days later I’d be demanding my money back.
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I wish them well….I hope they find another venue… 
I have a Canadian friend who has done childrens theater for a many years…she is lucky that she has a lot of
community support and private donations… 
It is a shame these folk are not given more support for our future actors.
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I remember the Tivoli & many other theatre restaurants here in Melbourne. 
They were always a wonderful night out. 
Always with some of the Best Talent we have! 
What a shame that this part of our history won’t be there for others to see. 
That’s really sad.

Log in to Reply (https://tvtonight.com.au/wp-login.php?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Ftvtonight.com.au%2F2014%2F08%2Fcurtain-
call.html)

Leave a Reply

You must be logged in (https://tvtonight.com.au/wp-login.php?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Ftvtonight.com.au%2F2014%2F08%2Fcurtain-
call.html) to post a comment.

RECENT POSTS

Wednesday 27 March 2019 (https://tvtonight.com.au/2019/03/wednesday-27-march-2019.html)

Local the key to CJZ success (https://tvtonight.com.au/2019/03/local-the-key-to-cjz-success.html)



Seven boards Around the World in 80 Days (https://tvtonight.com.au/2019/03/seven-boards-around-the-world-in-80-days.html)

VICE names winner of Pitch Australiana contest (https://tvtonight.com.au/2019/03/vice-names-winner-of-pitch-australiana-contest.html)



Show Me the Movie: Mar 28 (https://tvtonight.com.au/2019/03/show-me-the-movie-mar-28.html)



7:30 (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/730) 60 Minutes (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/60-minutes) ABC News
(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/abc-news) ABC News Breakfast (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/abc-news-breakfast) A Current
Affair (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/a-current-affair) AFL (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/afl) Australia's Got Talent

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/australias-got-talent) Australian Idol (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/australian-idol) Australian Story
(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/australian-story) Big Brother (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/big-brother) Dancing with the Stars

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/dancing-with-the-stars) Dateline (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/dateline) Deal or No Deal (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/deal-or-no-deal)

Doctor Who (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/doctor-who) Emmy Awards (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/emmy-awards) Eurovision Song Contest

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/eurovision-song-contest) Family Feud (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/family-feud) Foreign Correspondent (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/foreign-

correspondent) Four Corners (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/four-corners) Game of Thrones (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/game-of-thrones) Glee

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/glee) Have You Been Paying Attention? (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/have-you-been-paying-attention) Home and Away
(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/home-and-away) Hot Seat (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/hot-seat) House Rules

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/house-rules) I'm a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/im-a-celebrity-get-me-out-of-here) Insight

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/insight) Logie Awards (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/logie-awards) MasterChef Australia
(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/masterchef-australia) Media Watch (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/media-watch) Modern Family

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/modern-family) My Kitchen Rules (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/my-kitchen-rules) NCIS

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/ncis) Neighbours (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/neighbours) Nine News
(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/nine-news) NRL (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/nrl) Offspring (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/offspring)

Olympics (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/olympics) Packed to the Rafters (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/packed-to-the-rafters) Q&A

149.95$

GUESS G CROSSBODY BAG



(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/q-a) SBS World News (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/sbs-world-news) Seven News
(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/seven-news) Studio 10 (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/studio-10) Sunday Night

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/sunday-night) Sunrise (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/sunrise) TEN Eyewitness News
(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/ten-eyewitness-news) TEN News (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/ten-news) The Bachelor

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-bachelor) The Big Bang Theory (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-big-bang-theory) The Biggest Loser

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-biggest-loser) The Block (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-block) The Chase

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-chase) The Footy Show (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-footy-show) The Morning Show

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-morning-show) The Project (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-project) The Simpsons

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-simpsons) The Voice (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-voice) The X Factor

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/the-x-factor) Today (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/today) Today Tonight
(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/today-tonight) Top Gear (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/top-gear) Two and a Half Men (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/two-and-a-half-men)

Underbelly (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/underbelly) Who Do You Think You Are? (https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/who-do-you-think-you-are) World News Australia

(https://tvtonight.com.au/tag/world-news-australia)

About (https://tvtonight.com.au/about) Contact (https://tvtonight.com.au/contact) Links (https://tvtonight.com.au/links)
Comments Policy (https://tvtonight.com.au/comments-policy) Advertise on this site (https://tvtonight.com.au/advertise)

© 2019 TV Tonight. WordPress Website Development & Design by DMC Web (http://dmcweb.com.au)


